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PLEASE NOTE! 


Hopkins is the clearest and most illuminating commentary on the 22nd Psalm 
that I have ever seen. While adapted to mature reading, yet it is expressed 
in language simple enough for young people to catch its spiritual refreshment. 
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EDITOR i AL 


The Power of the Resurrection 


It was the Resurrection which brought to 
the disciples the significance of our Lord’s min- 
istry and death. For three years they had been 
with Him. Often as He unfolded the mysteries 
of the Kingdom they had listened with ears 
dulled by the world around them. As He had 
talked of his coming death they failed to under- 
stand. When He spoke of arising again on 
the third day they were mystified and dared 
not ask what He meant. 


Called by Christ to be His companions during 
his earthly ministry they had enjoyed privileges 
which defy adequate evaluation. Eating with 
Him, sharing the simple shelters available from 
night to night, seeing Him become weary, they 
were aware of His humanity. 


They witnessed His miracles, the daily pre- 
sentation of His divine passport, evidence that 
truly He was the Son of God. But withal they 
walked as in a dream because there was so 
much which was beyond their comprehension. 


Then the walls of their castles of personal 
advantage fell around them; even their hopes 
of some divine intervention on their behalf 
and that of their nation crumbled in the dust. 
They saw Jesus die. 


Some were standing by to wonder at what 
they saw and heard. Others hid themselves 
for fear of the fury of the Jewish leaders. 


But some gathered to return to their regular 
pursuits. The boats and nets were made ready. 
A few may have looked for a reentry into the 
market places—any way to earn a living. 





Then, like the first shock wave of an ex- 
plosion came the word that Jesus had been 
seen alive. This was followed by the eye-witness 
accounts by a few who had seen Him. Then 
He appeared in their midst and spoke to them. 


Some He upbraided with their unbelief. To 
some He unfolded the meaning of the words 
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of Moses, and the Prophets, and the Psalms. 
To Thomas He showed His hands and His 
pierced side. He ate with them and walked 
with them. He gave them certain definite com- 
mands. 


Then one day while they were looking at 
Him He slowly ascended upward until a cloud 
hid Him from their wondering gaze. Even as 
they were looking upward two men stood by 
and told them the same Jesus they had just 
seen going up into Heaven would certainl 
return at some future time. 


In obedience to our Lord’s command the 
waited in Jerusalem and while they waited 
they prayed. Then, in accordance with His 
promise the Holy Spirit came upon them in 
transforming power and from that day they 
went out to turn the then-known world upside 
down. 


These ignorant and unlettered men, men s0 
much less fortunate (from the world’s stand- 
point) than so many Christians today, were 
transformed men with a transforming message. 


It was the Holy Spirit Who gave them power. 
It was the resurrected Christ Who gave them 
power. It was the resurrected Christ Who was 
their message, for His resurrection was the seal, 
the validation of the message of the Cross. By 
His death men might be forgiven and cleansed. 
By His resurrection it was declared that we 
too might live with Him for ever more. The 
fellowship with God which was forfeited by 
sin was now restored by the love and mercy of 
a holy and just Heavenly Father, but had 
Christ not overcome the power of death, the 
power of sin would have remained. 


Like a blinding flash from Heaven itself the 
Holy Spirit showed these timid and faltering 
disciples that the living Christ was the hope of 
the world. To them it was no theory but a 
glorious fact for they had seen and heard and 
touched and they KNEW that Christ had broken 
the bonds of death and that this precious truth 
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which was theirs by a God-given experience 
must be told to all the world. 


The physical eyes of our generation have 
never seen the Lord. But with the eyes of 
faith we accept the fact of that first Easter 
morning and our hope is in the One of Whom 
it was said: “He is not here, for he is risen, 
as he said.” The risen Christ is a reality for 
every Christian and it is the message of this 
reality which should impel us to tell others. 


The fire of the evangel message has grown 
cold in many hearts and it needs to be re- 
kindled in our own hearts. 


They prayed. 
They were filled with the Holy Spirit. 
They preached Jesus everywhere they went. 


[he Church; individual Christians; we all 
need to return to the God-outlined plan. If 
we really pray there will be a true outpouring 
of the Holy Spirit — and when that happens 
we too will preach Jesus everywhere. 


—L.N.B. 





Impute 
A Bible Word which sets forth the Gospel Truth 


Impute is the verb used to denote the gracious 
acts by which God reckons Christ’s righteous- 
ness to us, and by which our guilt was counted 
to Him. The marvelous exchange is suggested 
in the couplet: 


“All thy misdeeds to Him imputed see 
And all His righteousness devolved on thee.” 


_ In the King James’ Old Testament impute or 
imputed occurs five times translating chiefly 
the Hebrew root chashab. It occurs nine times 
in the New Testament translating chiefly the 
verb logizomai. In the Old Testament chashab 
is at times translated by other words of sub- 
stantially the same meaning such as counted 
in Gen. 15.6; Ps.106.31. Thus, God imputed 
righteousness to David, Ps.32.2; to Abraham, 
Gen. 15.6; and to Phinehas, Ps. 106.31. There 
are other cases in which an earthly king, Saul 
or David imputed guilt or innocence, I Sam 
22.15; 2 Sam. 19.19. In the revised versions, 
the number of times the word impute is used 
decreases, its place being largely taken by the 


synonym reckon. But the word is found in 
the 1881 and 1901 version at Rom.5.13 and 
three times in the Old Testament. In the RSV 
the word seems to be lacking in the NT even 
when the comment is on Psalm 32.2 where 
impute still occurs in the RSV OT. The Eng- 
lish word impute comes from the Latin imputo 
which occurs frequently in the fourth of Ro- 
mans in commenting on the same word in 
Psalm 32.2. 


In the New Schaff-Herzog Encyclopaedia 
article on Imputation Warfield shows that 
Adam’s sin is imputed to his posterity, Rom. 
5.12-21; that our sin or curse, in mercy to 
us, was imputed to Christ, 2 Cor. 5.21; Gal. 
3.13; and that His obedience is imputed to 
us as our righteousness, 2 Cor. 5.21; Rom. 5.19; 
10.4; I Cor. 1.30; Phil. 3.6-9. C. W. Hodge, 
[r., in the ISBE likewise vindicates the biblical 
basis of this doctrine, while more recently Pro- 
fessor Hans W. Heidland shows that the Apos- 
tle uses logiesthai to describe the gracious, sav- 
ing act of God by which sins are not imputed 
to us for this reason: because Christ has become 
sin for us, 2 Cor. 5.19, TWNT, IV. 295. 


Heinrich Boehmer sought to find in William 
Occam the basis for Luther’s usage of the con- 
cept of the non-imputation of sins. But Luther 
had it right before him in his little red Latin 
Bible and in particular in the passages he was 
studying for his first biblical course, especially 
Psalm 32 in the exposition thereof in Romans 4. 
Accordingly, Luther uses the term and its cog- 
nates repeatedly in his exposition of these pas- 
sages, in his introduction to Romans, in his 
statement of the argument of the Epistle to 
the Galatians, et. al. Calvin likewise uses the 
term in his Institutes, commentaries and tracts. 
Sundry forms of the verb impute occur in the 
Westminster Confession in the Shorter and sev- 
eral times in the Larger Catechism. 


In the antinomian controversy John Owen 
defends the use of the words impute and impu- 
tation in his great work on Justification. The 
great awakening came under the preaching of 
the imputed righteousness of Christ by Jona- 
than Edwards and John Wesley, and the line of 
this Gospel preaching continued with Charles 
Simeon of Cambridge and Charles Spurgeon of 
London. When “liberalism” objected to the 
legal or forensic elements in the Protestant con- 
fessions Alexander Whyte of Edinburgh took 
the high ground that the Holy Spirit has given 
the word and that the Holy Spirit uses the 
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word 
Catechism. 


impute. Commentary on the Shorter 

He uses the truth of this word to teach us 
to cast ourselves wholly on God’s grace and on 
the righteousness wrought out for us in the 
ministry of Jesus Christ, praying God of His 
great mercy to reckon the obedience of Christ 
to us for righteousness — to forgive our sins 
for His Name’s sake. 


“Justification is an act of God’s free grace, 
wherein he pardoneth all our sins, and accept- 
eth us as righteous in his sight, only for the 
righteousness of Christ, imputed to us and 
received by faith alone.” 


—W.C.R. 





Charity for Humanity 
or for Christ? 


There can be no doubt that the Christian 
churches of America lost a potent weapon with 
which to win battles for Christ when they per- 
mitted the administration of charity to pass 
from Christian to professional hands. The rea- 
son for this, however, brings before us a most 
important axiom which many church people 
fail to recognize, namely this: The fundamental 
principles of our Christian religion have not 
changed in nearly two thousand years and will 
never change but the application of those prin- 
ciples must and should change with the times. 

Every observing person knows, for instance, 
that charity is no longer a matter of merely 
giving succor to the poor. It is today a many- 
sided social service problem, in an integrated 
world, calling for case study covering, environ- 
ment, health, economics, heredity, education and 
many other factors. Therefore it naturally fol- 
lows that whereas in the past it was sufficient 
to give food and clothing or perhaps money 
to the needy, today that may actually do more 
harm than good, since the conditions from 
which the need arises are often not alleviated by 
that simple form of charity. 


Charity then passed from the churches simply 
because we did not stay up-to-date, because we 
gave perhaps blindly and did not make social 
studies of underlying causes. We have continued 
the old method of attempting to alleviate, to 
cure, whereas what is needed is preventive, 
cause-removing social service work with the 
Christian stamp. 


Is there any reason why this kind of charity 
should not be done “in Jesus name and for 
His sake”? Christians working under the 
auspices of the church could return the word 
Charity to its synonym Love and we could do 
the job better because Christ would be on our 
side. Right here lies a marvelous opportunity, 
an untapped gold mine which would yield rich 
returns in saved souls, in rehabilitated lives, 
in stars for somebody’s crown. 


—R.LeC. 
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Wisdom From Above 


“If any man lack wisdom, let him ask of God” 
—James 1:5 


I believe most men would agree that we need 
wisdom today, wisdom from somewhere. Where 
shall we find it? 


I do not feel that we are going to get it 
from men. We have lots of men who seem to 
qualify as wise men, but they are confused in 
their thinking, and often contradictory in their 
plans, and so far they have failed — miserably 
failed — to find a solution for our problems. 
The wisest men in the world are “at their wit's 
end” as they face the mad world in which we 
live. 


We need wisdom, supernatural wisdom, if | 


the world is to be saved from destruction; if our 
nation is to escape ruin; if our homes are to 
be rescued and our young people saved. Where 
can we find such wisdom? Not in our colleges 
and universities; not among our politicians, 
or even statesmen; not in any “Summit Confer- 
ences” with avowed atheists and scoffers. It 
is still true, as it was in Paul’s time, that the 
wisdom of this world is often but mere fancies 
and foolishness. 


The only way to obtain this needed, this 
necessary wisdom, is to ask for it; “let him ask 
of God.” This “asking” will have to go deeper 
than form! it will have to come from the depth 
of our souls. We will have to ask in faith, 
with sincere humility and confession and re- 
pentance. I feel that it will have to be a cr 
of agony, as we feel our helplessness and hope. 
lessness. I am afraid that there is not much 
of this sort of praying. There seems to be a 
feeling that we are rather doing God a favor 
to even consult Him. We open some of our 
meetings with prayer—a sort of routine per- 
formance — much as we sing the National An- 
them before a football game, glad when it is 
over and we can go on with the game. 


Will we, as a Nation, have to suffer before 
we cry, as the Israelites did in the time of the 
Judges? “Out of the depth have I cried.” Would 
it not be better to cry before we reach the 
depth? —J].K.P. 


PRESBYTERIAN 
JUNIOR COLLEGE 
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College of Synod of N. C. 
EDUCATIONAL EXCELLENCE FOR 
OUR MOST VALUABLE ASSET— 

OUR YOUTH. 
Summer School. College Credit 
Holy Land Tour, 1958. 


Louis C. LAMOTTE, PRESIDENT 
Maxton North Carolina 
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O Ye of Little Faith 
By Ralph Brewer 


Lack of faith by individuals on a number 
of occasions tore Jesus’ heart. His usual com- 
ment was “O ye of little faith.” That still re- 
mains one of our weak points as we try to abide 
by the will of the Master. 


Faith is one of the major subjects in the Bible 
and our lack of faith is too often evident. We 
ask God to help us and then do not receive 
an answer to our prayer for the simple reason 
that we do not expect an answer. 


Christ tried to impress on us the necessity of 
developing faith if we seek His help. He was 
especially pleased when the Centurion told Him 
that all he had to do was to speak the word 
and his child would live. The Centurion be- 
lieved that Jesus’ power was so great that it 
overcame time and distance. Jesus said he had 
not seen such faith in all Israel. The child 
lived. 


On another occasion a father appealing for a 
cure for his son “said with tears, Lord, I believe, 
help thou mine unbelief.” Jesus had told him 
“all things are possible to him that believeth.” 
Likewise, this child was cured. 

All of us at times may truthfully repeat this 
father’s cry, “Lord, I believe, help thou mine 
unbelief.” We believe, but do not believe suf- 
ficiently. We, too, may be branded “of little 
faith” when entire and perfect faith may be 
ours if we accept it. 


He Defied God 


Some of the most unusual accounts come to 
us from the mission fields. Here is one from 
the African Inland Mission — how God used 
an elephant to execute judgment and punish- 
ment of blasphemy. It is clipped from the 
A.I.M. official organ, Inland Africa. 





Several African hunters were standing on a 
high rock looking out over the surrounding 
countryside. Two of the men were of the Walese 
tribe of the Maitulu district in the Ituri Forest. 
The other hunter, whose name was Andarea 
Muke (meaning “Little Andrew”), was from a 
nearby tribe. As they stood looking at all the 
beauties of nature, one of them remarked about 
the wonders of God’s creation. Andarea Muke 
scoffed and replied that there was no God. Then 
he challenged the Almighty by saying, “If there 
is a God, let Him throw me down from this 
high rock!” But as nothing happened to him, 
he said that was proof enough that there really 
was no God! 


Then the hunters spied a mother elephant 
nearby with her new-born calf. Andarea Muke 
ripped some pages from a little Gospel of John 
that had been given them by the Pocket Testa- 
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ment League not long before, and began stuf- 
fing the pages into the barrel of his “poo-poo” 
gun. The two other hunters rebuked him for 
tearing up God’s Word in such a fashion, but 
again he mocked, saying that it was only the 
book of the white man. 


Stalking over to where the mother elephant 
was standing, Andarea Muke aimed his gun, 
and pulled the trigger. Once, twice, three times, 
he pulled the trigger, but the gun failed to go 
off, making only a clicking sound. The clicking 
sound attracted the attention of the mother 
elephant. With a loud trump, and flopping her 
ears, she lunged at the hunter, grabbing him 
and the gun with her mammoth trunk, swung 
him back and forth, up and down, smashing 
them against the rock and bending the gun 
as though it had been a twig. As she finally 
crashed the man to the ground, she swung 
around, grabbed up her baby calf and made 
off into the tall elephant grass and was gone. 


Needless to say, the hunter died very soon 
from serious injuries received from the infuriat- 
ed mother elephant. 


God had avenged the insults made upon His 
Holy Name and His Word by this godless hun- 
ter. This fact greatly impressed the natives of 
this section as they heard of the incident. 


God’s Word says, “Why do the heathen rage, 
and the people imagine a vain thing? He that 
sitteth in the heavens shall laugh: The Lord 
shall have them in derision.” (Psalms 2:1,4.) 


The Church Must Be Put on 
a War Footing 


WE MUST MOBILIZE every Christian in 
order to evangelize every creature. The biggest 
hindrance to the gospel is not the iron curtain 
but the plush curtain. There must be a “woe” 
in our hearts and a “go” in our feet. 


We must complete the job, defeat the devil, 
forward ever, retreat never, we must mean busi- 
ness about God’s business. The gospel must 
be given to the lost, the least, and the last. 

Our work for God must not be attempted 
in an indefinite future but in the immediate 
present. God wants our “first-fruits” not our 
left-overs.” 


We must carry the battle to the outmost 
posts of the world. An all-out, desperate effort 
must be made to reach the one thousand million 
perishing unloved, unsought, unsaved, unevan- 
gelized souls. Of earth’s 2,400,000,000 souls, more 
than half have never been evangelized. We must 
not wait for opportunities. We must make 
them. 

As Christian soldiers, we need not only to 
own Christ but also to obey Him. We need not 
only to read the Bible but also to heed it. 

—By Fred D. Jarvis in 
Herald of His Coming 
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Overture Proposes Changing Church's Boundaries 


By G. Aiken Taylor, Ph. D., Alexandria, La. 


One of the more suggestive overtures going to 
the 1958 General Assembly contains a brand 
new thought: that our Church study the im- 
plications of its territorial status as a sectional 
Church. Today, U. S. Presbyterians limit their 
operations to sixteen of the Southern States. 
The overture asks the Assembly simply to ap- 
point an ad interim committee to study the 
possibility of removing the accepted boundaries 
behind which we have labored since the days 
of the Civil War. 


It may come as a surprise to many Presby- 
terians to hear that no other Church operating 
within the United States considers itself re- 
stricted to a prescribed territory. It may come 
as even more of a surprise to hear that since 
the turn of the century we have been pushing 
back our frontiers with the organization of 
churches (the last in 1948) outside the South- 
ern States. This has occurred largely in the area 
adjacent to the Presbytery of El Paso, where 
the challenge of several worthwhile opportuni- 
ties in New Mexico has been recognized and 
met. 


Vital work today is being done by denomina- 
tions operating in areas of the country not 
generally associated with them. The U.S.A. 
(Northern) Presbyterians afford a conspicuous 
example. This denomination operates in every 
state in the Union. A recent issue of Presby- 
terian Life points out with justifiable pride 
that the number of U.S.A. churches in Florida 
has almost doubled since 1947 and the denom- 
ination hopes to double that number again 
within the next ten years. 


The Southern Baptists have also experienced 
conspicuous success outside that territory which 
is generally associated with the word “Southern.” 
Over 1000 Southern Baptist churches flourish 
today in the Great Lakes area alone. This de- 
nomination now advances Christ’s Kingdom in 
43 out of the 48 states. 


The territorial limitations under which we 
have operated these many years are not actual, 


they are only assumed. And there is at least 
one very good reason why we should emulate 
the example of the other denominations in 
the matter of a nation-wide vision. Such a pro- 
gram of outreach will multiply the number of 
opportunities for brethren of like minds to 
come together. There are numerous congrega- 
tions that would like to join the Presbyterian 
Church, U.S. Today most of these are kept 
out by the sectional skirts that we have drawn 
so tightly around us. 


During the past five years, over a dozen whole 
congregations—within our boundaries— were 
received into our fellowship as _ organized 
churches. Most of these were Presbyterian 
U.S.A. congregations. We also lost, during this 
time, congregations to other denominations. 
Such losses and gains occur in the natural course 
of any denomination’s growth and development. 
And the work of the Kingdom is advanced when 
brethren of like minds work together. The en- 
forced cooperation of opposites or un-likes, of 
course, often has the opposite effect and no 
one would suggest consolidation without 
unanimity. Neither is it anyone’s purpose to 
suggest the wholesale exchange of congrega- 
tions with any other competing ecclesiastical or- 
ganization. But the natural desire of brethren 
of like minds to associate should not be im- 
peded by sectional restrictions. 


In New Mexico, for instance, where we al- 
ready are represented by thriving churches, 
there may be others who wish to follow the ex- 
ample of those already admitted. Who knows 
but that the healthy growth of the Presbyterian 
Church, U. S. may some day result in the addi- 
tion of a Synod of New Mexico! 











CHRISTIAN TEACHERS WANTED — Grade 
School and High School, for Christian school 
operated by the West End Presbyterian 
Church. Contact Miss Carolyn Williams, 
Principal, 1600 Atlantic Street, Hopewell, Vir- 
ginia. Telephone CEdar 9-6142. 














KING COLLEGE 


... Coeducational ... Founded 1867 
Sound liberal education under vigorous Christian influences. Fully accredited. 
Four-year Liberal Arts, Sciences, Business Education. Four Types of Scholarships: 
(1) Competitive, (2) Academic, (3) Grant in Aid, (4) Remunerative Work. Sixty- 
acre campus. Athletics. Dormitories. Summer Session. 
Board, room, and tuition, $895.00. Catalog and illustrated booklet. 
R. T. L. LISTON, PRESIDENT — BOX “J,” BRISTOL, TENN. 
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To all who love our Lord Jesus Christ and 
know that they are redeemed by His sufferings 
and death, Psalm XXII is one of the most 
precious parts of the Word of God. For, with 
the exception of the 53rd chapter of Isaiah, 
there is no passage in the Old Testament that 
describes with such graphic details the suffer- 
ings which our Saviour endured for our salva- 
tion. 


This Psalm is the first and greatest of what 
are called the Passion Psalms. The opening 
words of this Psalm were quoted by our Lord 
as He hung on the cross in mortal agony for 
us: “My God, my God, why hast thou for- 
saken me?” And it is reasonable to believe that 
the whole Psalm formed the subject of His 
meditation while on the cross, and that from 
it He drew solace and strength with which to 
bear the fearful burden of the sins of the world. 
For the next to the last word uttered from the 
cross, “It is finished” (John 19:30) is strikingly 
similar to the last words of this Psalm, “He 
hath done it.” 


To those who have been redeemed by the 
precious blood of Christ, the Psalm is holy 
ground to be trodden reverently with thoughts 
fixed on Jesus our Saviour. As we go over 
the details of His sufferings, what feelings of 
gratitude and humility should be awakened in 
our hearts! How deeply penitent we ought 
to feel as we realize how great our sins must 
be to have required such suffering for their 
propitiation! 


Upon the cross of Jesus 
Mine eye at times can see 
The very dying form of One 
Who suffered there for me; 
And from my smitten heart with tears 
Two wonders I confess— 
The wonders of redeeming love, 
And my own worthlessness. 


If the Psalm is studied in this spirit of 
reverent devotion, the study, however minute 
and careful, cannot but be profitable for us. 


I. Let us note its position in the Psalter. 


Psalms XXII, XXIII and XXIV form a 
trilogy, each member of which deals with some 
aspect of the Person and work of our Saviour: 
In Psalm XXII Christ is the Good Shepherd 
who gave His life for the sheep (John 10:11); 
in Psalm XXIII as the Great Shepherd, brought 
again from the dead through the blood of 
the everlasting covenant, He tenderly cares for 
His sheep (Heb. 13:20); in Psalm XXIV He is 
the Chief Shepherd who comes again as the 
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A Study Of ly salm XXII 


By Martin A. Hopkins 


King of Glory to complete our redemption and 
reward the faithful (I Peter 5:4). 


Il. The Author of the Psalm. 


Who is the sufferer whose wail is the very 
voice of desolation and despair, and yet who 
dares to believe that the tale of his sorrows 
will be a gospel for the world? The title ascribes 
the authorship to David, and there is no good 
reason to believe otherwise. David was a 
prophet, and as such described not only his 
own experience, but predicted future events 
that were removed centuries from his own day. 
The Davidic authorship of the Psalm is just 
as easy to explain as his authorship of Psalm 
XVI. The only difference is that of the latter 
we are told by the inspired Apostle Peter that 
David is the author, and it is conclusively dem- 
onstrated that David could not have been de- 
scribing his own experiences, but must have 
been referring to Another (Acts 2:22-32). So 
in Psalm XXII David is moved by the Holy 
Spirit to describe sufferings and their results 
that far transcend anything in his own experi- 
ence. The Psalm has its roots in David’s own 
experience, but its language reaches far beyond 
it to the sufferings of Christ. David at no point 
in his life underwent such sufferings as are 
described in this Psalm. To take this language 
as poetic hyperbole, which the Spirit of God 
used with a prophetic purpose, hardly seems an 
adequate or worthy explanation. It is much 
simpler to say with Peter that the Spirit of 
Christ who was in him spoke of the sufferings 
of Christ and the glories which should follow 
them (I Peter 1:11). 


Ill. The Interpretation of the Psalm. 


The chief lines of interpretation may be 
termed the personal, the ideal, the national, and 
the predictive. 


The personal: The first impression produced 
by the Psalm is that it is a record of personal 
experience. Some have seen no reason to chal- 
lenge the correctness of the title which ascribes 
the Psalm to David. Others have thought of 
Hezekiah, and some have suggested Jeremiah 
as authors. Conjecture is vain and for our part 
we are content to accept the ascription of it 
to David in the title. 


The ideal: Many features of the Psalm appear 
to transcend the limits of an individual’s experi- 
ence. Hence some have seen in the speaker the 
ideal person of the righteous sufferer. The 
Psalm describes how the righteous must suffer 
in the world, how the Lord delivers him in his 
extremity, and how that deliverance redounds 
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to God’s glory and the extension of His king- 
dom. 


The national: From a somewhat similar point 
of view others have regarded the speaker as a 
personification of the Jewish nation in exile, 
persecuted by the heathen, and apparently for- 
saken by the Lord. 


The predictive: Others again, centering their 
attention on the striking agreement of the 
Psalm, even in minute details, with the facts 
of Christ’s passion, have regarded it as wholly 
predictive. 


Each of these lines of interpretation contains 
some truth; none is complete in itself. The in- 
tensely personal character of the Psalm shows 
that it springs from the experiences of an indi- 
vidual life, yet it goes beyond an individual 
experience. The Psalmist is a representative 
character who has absorbed into himself a real 
sense of the sufferings of others like himself, 
perhaps even of Israel as a nation; he interprets 
their thoughts; secondarily at any rate, he is 
the mouthpiece of the nation. 


But the Psalm goes further, it is predictive. 
These sufferings were so ordered by God as 
to be typical of the sufferings of Christ. The 
record of them was so shaped by the Spirit 
of God as to foreshadow, even in detail, many 
of the circumstances of the crucifixion; while 
the glorious hopes of the future anticipate most 
marvelously the consequences of Christ’s pas- 
sion, so that it seems not so much prophecy 
as history. But the fulfilment far transcends 
the prophetic outline, and reveals what in 
the Psalm is but hinted at, the connection of 
redemption with suffering. 


IV. The Analysis of the Psalm. 


In the study of any passage of Scripture it 
is helpful to carefully analyze the thought. 
While cold analysis is out of place in the 
presence of such suffering, yet there is observ- 
able a distinct order and progress of thought 
from beginning to end. The Psalm naturally 
falls into two sections—verses 1-21 and 22-31. 
“Thou dost not answer” (verse 2) is the key- 
note to the first; ““Thou hast answered me” 
(verse 21) is the keynote of the second. The 
first depicts the sufferings, and the second the 
glories that should follow. Both point to the 
Lord Jesus; the first by the desolation which it 
breathes, the second by the world-wide conse- 
quences of these solitary sufferings which it 
predicts. A more detailed analysis will yield 
rich spiritual fruits. 


The Theme is: The Sufferings of Christ 


and the glories that should follow them 
(I Peter 1:11). 


The divisions and subdivisions are: 
I..-The Sufferings of Christ, verses 1-21. 
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A. Spiritual Sufferings—travail of soul (Isa, 
53:11), verses 1-10. 


1. Forsaken by God and yet trusting in 
God, verses 1-5. 


2. Despised by men which causes Him to 


cling all the more to God, verses 6-10. 
B. Physical sufferings, verses 11-21. 


1. The circumstances — surrounded by 
cruel mocking enemies, likened to bulls and a 
roaring lion, verses 11-21. 


2. Details of the physical agony, verses 14-18. 
3. Prayer for deliverance, verses 19-21. 


II. The glories that should follow as a result 
of the sufferings, verses 22-31. 


A. Thanksgiving for deliverance, verses 22-26, 


nw 


B. The extension of God’s Kingdom, 
verses 27-31. 


1. To all nations, verses 27,28. 


2. To all classes—richest and _ poorest, 


verse 29. 
3. To all generations, verses 30, 31. 
V. The Exposition based on this Analysis. 
I. The Sufferings of Christ, verses 1-21. 


A. Spiritual Sufferings—the travail of His 
soul, verses 1-10. 


1. Forsaken by God, yet trusting in God, 
verses 1-5. 


The Psalm begins with the cry of anguish, 
wrung from the heart of our Lord by the con- 
sciousness that the sin of the world which He 
was bearing in His body, had hidden the face 
of God from Him as by a black cloud, and 
caused God to forsake Him. He who had been 
in the bosom of the Father as the Only Begot- 
ten Son from all eternity, now felt that God 
had utterly forsaken Him. Yet with this sense 
of being utterly forsaken there is mingled a 
strong faith in God, for He still addresses God 
as “My God.” What line can plumb the depths 
of the agony of His soul in this darkest hour 
of the world’s history? So often we are prone 
to dwell on the physical sufferings of the cruci- 
fixion; but great as these were, they were noth- 
ing in comparison with the travail of His soul. 


It was the spiritual sufferings that make our 
Lord’s agony on the cross utterly unique. None 
but He has ever known the mortal agony of 
utter separation from God. None but He has 
ever clung to God with such absolute trust 
even in the horror of great darkness. In Christ's 
consciousness of being forsaken by God lie 
elements peculiar to it alone, for the separating 
agent was the gathered sins of the whole world, 
laid on Him and accepted by Him in the per 


THE SOUTHERN PRESBYTERIAN JOURNAL 





rd 


eee ee ees 


ee aed 


ashe 


~ 


co aca Ok RR OP eR 














in 


by 


da 


+18. 


rest, 


His 
God, 


uish, 
con- 
1 He 
face 
and 
been 
egot- 
God 
sense 
led a 
God 
epths 
hour 
prone 
cruci- 
noth- 
soul. 


e our 
None 
ny of 
e has 
trust 
hrist’s 
d lie 
rating 
world, 
e per: 


RNAL 











ee eee 





wo ne eR Me 


neds oD 




















fection of His obedience to the will of God, 
and of his loving identification with men. Unless 
in that dread hour He was bearing a world’s 
sin, there is no worthy explanation of His cry, 
for many a silent martyr has faced death for 
Him with more courage derived from Him than 
He manifested on His cross. He was the sinless 
One bearing the weight of the world’s sin in 
His own person on the tree, is the only ex- 
planation. 


One great fact deserves special notice in the 
Messianic application of the Psalm: It contains 
no confession of sin. It presents a sinless man 
forsaken by God. Such a fact is unique in his- 
tory, and needs not, and will never need to be 
repeated. That sinless man—Himself God mani- 
fest in the flesh—was made sin (II Cor. 5:21), 
and therefore forsaken; placed outside the prom- 
ises; and pierced with the sword of Divine 
wrath (Zech. 13:7). In that judgment God 
dealt infinitely with sin, and in so dealing with 
it in the person of His Beloved Son, showed His 
wrath against sin, and His love for the sinner. 
Thus He vindicated Himself and redeemed man. 
God revealed Himself at Calvary. 


Why should One who was conscious of no 
sin feel so utterly forsaken by God? Those who 
have as martyrs died for righteousness’ sake 
have been sustained by a strong sense of the 
presence of God. Why was it so different in 
the case of the Sinless One, the righteous One? 
On the theory that Christ’s death was only a 
martyrdom in a righteous cause, there is no 
explanation of this cry. Neither can it be ex- 
plained on the theory that Christ’s death was 
intended to have such a moral influence on 
men’s hearts as to move them to repentance. 
Only on the view that the sins of the world 
were laid on Him and that His sufferings 
were an atonement for those sins can we explain 
this cry of anguish. 


How strange that God did not answer such 
a cry. This is the burden of the first five verses 
of the Psalm. Others trusted in God in the 
past and were heard and delivered, but this 
sufferer’s cry was not answered. Let us not 
think that He was not heard. “Who in the days 
of his flesh, having offered up prayers and sup- 
plications with strong crying and tears unto him 
that was able to save him from death, and 
having been HEARD for his godly fear, though 
he was a Son, yet learned he obedience by the 
things which he suffered; and having been made 
perfect, he became unto all them that obey 
him the author of eternal salvation” (Heb. 
5:7-9). God heard, but could not answer and 
at the same time carry out His redemptive pur- 
pose for the world. If He had been answered 
and delivered from death, He could not have 
become the author of eternal salvation. 


2. Despised by men, which causes Him to 


cling all the more to God, Verses 6-10. 
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(a) Despised by men, verses 6-8. 


At the time of the crucifixion of our Lord 
these verses were literally fulfilled in the mock- 
ing and railing of those who nailed Him to 
the cross. Unwittingly they quoted the very 
words of inspired Scriptures, written a thousand 
years before the event. More cruel than the 
iron spikes that pierced His sinless flesh, and 
the thorns that pressed upon His sacred brow, 
and the sword thrust into His side, were those 
taunting words that stabbed His loving heart. 
As the being forsaken by God reveals the neces- 
sity of atonement from the point of view of 
Him who is of too pure eyes to behold iniquity, 
so the cruel mockings of men reveal the depths 
of depravity in the human heart, and the need 
of a dynamic of redemption such as was being 
wrought out on the cross right while they were 
mocking. 


(b) Clings all the more to God, verses 9,10. 


The cruel mockings of men only drive the 
Sufferer closer to God. Another noteworthy 
thing about this Psalm is that it contains no 
imprecations on evil doers such as are frequent 
in other psalms. When our Lord was reviled 
he reviled not again, but prayed for His enemies 
(I Peter 2:23). The cruel words that came 
from the mouth of His enemies only made Him 
cling all the more to God. 


Another thing to be noted in these verses 
is the reference to the birth of the Messiah. 
Here, as in the whole Old Testament from the 
first promise in Gen. 3:15 to Micah 5:3, there 
is never any mention made of a human father 
to the Messiah, but always only of His mother 
—a silent testimony to the Virgin Birth of our 
Lord. 


B. The Physical Sufferings, verses 11-21. 


1. The circumstances—surrounded by cruel 
enemies, verses 11-13. 


Trouble is near. That dread hour that our 
Lord constantly spoke of has now come. He 
is alone. His disciples have fled in fear and 
are scattered. There is none to help. These 
fierce enemies are compared to strong bulls of 
Bashan and to ravening and roaring lions. 
Never did human nature appear more brutish, 
more diabolical, than in those who surrounded 
the cross. 


2. The Details of the agony of body, verses 
14-18. 


In these verses we have the details of the 
crucifixion of Christ. A comparison with the 
chapters in the Gospels which describe the 
crucifixion scene, will show how marvelously 
accurate was the prophetic picture, even to the 
parting of the garments and the casting of lots 
for the seamless vest. When it is remembered 
that this Psalm, on any theory of authorship 
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and date of composition, was written centuries 
before Christ, and in a land and at a time 
when crucifixion as a form of extreme penalty 
was unknown, we have a mighty argument for 
the inspiration of the very words of Holy Scrip- 
ture. How else can we account for such accurate 
correspondence between prophecy and _ fulfil- 
ment? Any one who will carefully write down 
and study these correspondences will be amply 
repaid for the time and pains. Such a study 
exceeds the limits of this brief exposition. 


One word in this section stands out from all 
the rest: “And thou hast brought me into the 
dust of the earth” (verse 15). The “Thou” 
refers to God, just as in Isaiah 53:10 we are 
told “He hath put Him to grief.” This ex- 
plains the cry of desolation with which this 
Psalm opens. In like manner the apostolic teach- 
ing regards Christ’s murderers as God’s instru- 
ments (Acts 2:23). It was none other than God 
Himself who made Him to be sin for us, that 
we might become the righteousness of God in 
Him (II. Cor. 5:21). Of this John Wessel has 
well said: “Christ Himself God, Himself the 
priest, Himself the sacrifice, has made satisfaction 
to Himself, of Himself, and for Himself. In 
Christ we behold not only a reconciled but a 
reconciling Deity; an incarnate God who in the 
sinner’s place and for the sinner’s salvation fur- 
nishes what His own attributes of holiness and 
justice requires.” 


3. The Prayer for deliverance, verses 19-21. 


Here note that the first time the Sufferer 
addresses God as Jehovah. Heretofore He had 
addressed Him as God, the mighty Creator, 
majestic Sovereign, and righteous Judge of the 
universe. It was this God by whom He was 
forsaken and who was the ultimate cause of 
His sufferings. But in this final prayer He 
deigns to use the blessed revealed covenant 
name, Jehovah. These words correspond to our 
Lord’s final words from the cross: “Father into 
thy hands I commend my spirit” (Luke 23:46). 


The suffering is done. The penalty due for 
sin is paid. God turns His face toward the 
sufferer again as Jehovah, as Father. The crisis 
has been passed. God as righteous Judge could 
hear but could not answer. But now that the 
penalty is paid, the Sufferer can say: “Thou 
hast answered me.”” We know that God answered 
in the resurrection of Christ from the dead, and 
in His exaltation to His own right hand. Be- 
tween verses 21 and 22 of this Psalm the resur- 
rection occurs. 

II. The glories that should follow—the 
sublime results of the Sufferings, verses 22-31. 


A. Thanks-giving for deliverance, verses 22-26. 


Here we can only touch the high points. The 
22nd verse is applied to our Lord in Hebrews 
2:12, to prove His loving identification of Him- 
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self with us. He was not ashamed to call us 
“brethren.” These words were literally fulfilled 
on the Resurrection morn, when Christ said 
to Mary: “Go to my brethren, and say to them, 
| ascend to my Father, and to your Father, and 
my God and your God” (John 20:27). 

B. The extension of God’s kingdom, verses 
27-31. 

1. To all nations, verses 27,28. 

These words were fulfilled in our Lord’s final 
commission to His disciples in Matt. 28:19,20 and 
other passages. 

2. To all classes of society, verse 29. 

The Gospel of a crucified and risen Saviour 
is for all classes from the richest to the poorest. 
All alike are lost in sin and need God’s saving 
grace. He wants all men to be saved and come 
to a knowledge of the truth (I. Tim. 2:4). 

3. To all generations, verses 30, 31. 

As universality in extent, so perpetuity in 
duration is anticipated for the story of the 
Psalmist’s deliverance and the praise to God 
thence accruing. “A seed shall serve Him.” That 
is one generation of obedient worshippers. “It 
shall be told of the Lord unto the next genera- 
tion,” that is, a second, who shall receive from 
their progenitors, the seed that serves, the blessed 
story. “They shall declare His righteousness 
unto a people that shall be born,” that is, a 
third, which in its turn receives the good news 
from parents’ lips. And what is the word which 
thus maintains itself living amid dying genera- 
tions, and blesses each, and impels each to 
bequeath it as their best treasure to their suc- 
cessors? “That He hath done it.” Done what? 
With eloquent silence the Psalm omits to specify. 
What was it that was meant by that word on 
the cross which, with like reticence, forebore to 
tell of what it spoke?” “He hath done it” 
“It is finished.” No one word can express all 





that was accomplished in that one sacrifice. 
Eternity will not fully express the meaning, for 
the consequences of that finished work go on 
unfolding forever, and are forever unfinished, 
because forever unceasing, to the praise of the 
glory of His grace. 


MUSINGS ON THE CROSS 


“Lord Jesus Christ, thou Son of God Most High! 
Who for my sins on Calv’ry’s cross didst die, 
I bow in deep contrition ’neath its shade 
That for my guilt such price must needs be paid. 


“From thorn-crowned head to pierced feet, mine 
eyes 

Discern the special penalty that lies 

Upon each part of that blest form of thine, 

For sins of head, hand, foot and heart of mine. 


“The sharp rude thorn, earth’s primal curse, is 
there 

To visit wrath upon that brow so fair, 

And for base thought, high look, or lustful glance 

Or impious word of mine, avert vengeance. 


“My hands against thy holy laws have wrought 
Unworthy deeds unnumbered, and have sought 
Their cleansing through the cruel wounding nail 
That did each pure, unsullied hand impale. 


“Another sharpened spike both feet did pierce, 

As if to bring a retribution fierce 

On feet which ever walked the Father’s way 

For mine, which loved wayward paths to stray. 

“For evil motive, pride and wrong desire, 

Propitiatory justice did require 

Thy heart and side the thrust of spear to rive, 

That I, unworthy I, may ever live. 

“Henceforth the spring of joy which in me dwells, 

Flows from the Cross of that dear Lamb, and 
dwells 

As life anew, with self no more am I content, 

But for His sake who died I must e’er be spent.” 


—James R. Graham 
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LESSON FOR APRIL 20 





By THE REV. J. KENTON PARKER 


God Prepares 4 Leader 


Background Scripture: Exodus 2 to 4 
Devotional Reading: Isaiah 44:21-28 


Be sure to emphasize the first word of our topic, God. God moves in many mystericus ways His 
wonders to perform. We have seen this in the life of Joseph; we see it again in the life of Moses. 


Our Devotional Reading from Isaiah reminds us of the hand of God in the history of His chosen 
people. We see His sovereignty. Notice some of the expressions: “thou art my servant: I have formed 
thee”; “thou shalt not be forgotten of me”; “I have blotted out, as a thick cloud, thy transgressions, 


and... thy sins; for I have redeemed thee.” 
“I am the Lord that maketh all things; that 
stretcheth forth the heavens alone; that spread- 
eth the earth by myself.” This is the Lord 
who prepares a leader. Turn now to the prep- 
aration: there are two stages in this preparation, 
and then the call comes. 


I. Trained in Egypt: 2:1-14. 


In these verses we have one of the most 
familiar and fascinating stories in the Bible. 
It throws a great deal of light on the way God 
uses ordinary men and women, and even chil- 
dren, to carry out His purposes. The first pic- 
ture we get is the picture of a man and his 
wife and a baby and the baby’‘s sister. The 
cruel edict had gone forth that all the male 
children of the Hebrews should be slain. It 
is easy to see the consternation in the home. 
How can they save this boy baby? The mother 
hides him for three months, and then, guided 
by wisdom from above, she makes the ark of 
bulrushes and puts the child in it and lays 
it in the flags by the river’s brink. “And his 
sister stood afar off, to wit what should be 
done to him.” 


Now we come to the second act of this his- 
torical drama: “And the daughter of Pharaoh 
came down to wash herself at the river; and 
her maidens walked along by the river's side; 
and when she saw the ark among the flags, 
she sent her maid to fetch it.” The baby has 
his part, “and behold the babe wept.” A baby’s 
cry reached a woman’s heart and changed the 
whole course of history. God uses very little 
things sometimes to carry out His purpose. 
“And she had compassion on him.” 


_Quick-witted and quick-footed, the watching 
sister, Miriam, comes to the scene, and said 
to Pharaoh’s daughter, “Shall I go and call to 
thee a nurse of the Hebrew women, that she 
may nurse the child for thee? And Pharaoh's 
daughter said to her, Go. And the maid went 
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and called the child’s mother.” Miriam’s feet 
flew back to her home, I am sure, with her 
wonderful news. What an experience for her 
to remember! How simply and marvelously God 
moves in history! 


“Take this child away, and nurse it for me, 
and I will give thee thy wages.” I wonder if 
Pharaoh’s daughter guessed the truth! I do 
not know how much wages she paid Moses’ 
mother, but I do know some of the “wages,” 
or rewards that God gave her. As she saw 
her son take his place among the learned ones 
of Egypt; as she saw him turn his back on 
the throne of Egypt and become the leader of 
Israel; and as she later realized his greatness, 
I am sure that she felt fully repaid. I believe 
God is saying to the mothers of today, take 
your child, your children, and train them for 
Me and I will give thee thy wages. What 
greater reward can a mother have than the sort 
that came to Jochebed? 

We learn more about this period of his 
preparation when we turn to Acts 7 and He- 
brews II. In Acts 7:22 — Stephen’s narration — 
we read, “And Moses was learned in all the 
wisdom of the Egyptians, and was mighty in 
words and in deeds.” He took full advantage 
of his position as the adopted son of Pharaoh's 
daughter. In Hebrews 11 — the roll call of 
the Heroes of faith — we find some additional 
information. “By faith Moses, when he was 
come to years, refused to be called the son of 
Pharaoh’s daughter; choosing rather to suffer 
affliction with the people of God, than to enjoy 
the pleasures of sin for a season; esteeming the 
reproach of Christ greater riches than the treas- 
ures in Egypt: for he had respect unto the 
recompense of the reward.” In these words we 
have the explanation of a great life. As the 
son of Pharaoh’s daughter he would probably 
have been heir to the throne. He renounced all 
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this and chose to cast in his lot with his people 
who were in bondage. The “pleasures of sin” 
were many and varied, but he saw that they 
were but for a season. It took a large degree 
of faith to see that the reproach of Christ was 
greater riches than the treasures of Egypt, and 
to look beyond the present to the recompense 
of the reward. Truly faith provides the “title 
deed” to our future possessions. Faith enabled 
Moses to make his momentous decision. 


II. Trained in the Wilderness: 2:11-25. 


We come now to the strangest part of Moses’ 
training. It seems that he decided to take 
matters in his own hands and do something 
about the plight of the children of Israel. He 
went out to visit his brethren and seeing an 
Egyptian smiting a Hebrew, he slew the Egyp- 
tian and hid his body in the sand. When he 
went out the second day and tried to settle 
a dispute between two Hebrews, they refused 
to accept him as mediator and he discovered 
that his slaying of the Egyptian was known. 
Pharaoh hears of it and tries to kill him and 
he has to flee from Egypt. This looked like 
the end of a promising career and I suppose 
that Moses considered it so, for he seems to 
have given up completely. But God had not 
given up His plans and these years of training 
in the wilderness were very valuable. D. L. 
Moody’s outline of Moses’ life is familiar. He 
divides it into three parts of forty years each. 
The first forty Moses learned to be somebody; 
the second forty, he learned to be nobody; and 
the third forty God showed what He could do 
with a man who had learned the first two 
lessons. Moses was probably too self-confident 
and self-reliant when as a young man he decided 
to be the leader of his people and began in 
such a rash way to assume that leadership. He 
had to learn humility and dependence upon 
God. Then, too, the time was not ripe. We 
must learn to “run not before Him,” but wait 
for God. 


Very little is known of these quiet and un- 
eventful years. He is taken into the home of 
Reuel, the priest of Midian, marries Zipporah 
and becomes the father of two sons. His wife 
seems to have been more of a hindrance than 
a help to him as we see later. If God had not 
taken the initiative this would have been the 
end of Moses as a leader of his people. But 
God had a great future for him. 


III. Called into Service: or The Call of Moses: 
3 and 4 


This call begins with the vision of the burn- 
ing bush. Moses was keeping the flock of 
Jethro and had gone to the backside of the 
wilderness and there he saw a bush burning, 
but not consumed. He turned aside to see this 
phenomenon and God called to him out of the 
bush, telling him to take his shoes off his 
feet for he was standing on holy ground. Then 
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God reveals Himself as the God of his fathers 
and tells him that He has seen the affliction of 
the children of Israel and has come down to 
deliver them, and that Moses is the man He 
has selected to bring His people out of Egypt. 


We see a very different Moses here from the 
Moses who attempted to lead Israel out of 
bondage some forty years previously. Gone is 
his self-sufficiency and self-reliance. Who am | 
that I should go unto Pharaoh? He seems to 
have learned the lesson of the Wilderness too 
well. He has what modern teachers would call 
an “inferiority complex.” He is painfully aware 
of his inability, and is unwilling to take up 
the task. 


God begins to reassure and encourage him. 
Certainly I will be with thee. Over against 
the “I” of Moses, God places Himself in all 
His power. 

Then Moses begins to question. When IT go 
to the children of Israel and say that the God 
of your fathers has sent me, and they say, what 
is his name? what shall I say? God reveals 
Himself as “I AM THAT I AM,” that is, the 
Ever-living God, Jehovah. He is the God of 
Abraham and Isaac and Jacob. 


Moses answered, they will not believe me, 
and God gives him certain signs, or credentials: 
the sign of the rod turning into a serpent; 
the sign of his hand being leprous and _ then 
clean again, and the sign of the water turning 
into blood. There are certain periods in history 
when miracles are necessary as credentials. This 
was one of those periods and we find a great 
many miracles performed by Moses. 

Then Moses makes another excuse: I am not 
eloquent. God answers this by reminding him 
that He, God, made his mouth and that He 
will be with his mouth. 


Still Moses is unwilling and tells God to 
send by someone else. The patience of God 
is exhausted and He is angry. He tells him 
that Aaron, his brother, will help him and that 
he can speak well. As we see later, however, 
Aaron is a weak brother and Moses is the out- 
standing man. 


Moses returns to his father-in-law and _ asks 
permission to go to visit his brethren in Egypt. 
The men were dead which had sought his 
life. So Moses finally answers the call, and 
taking his wife and children, set out for Egypt. 
The incident in verses 24-26 lets us see some- 
thing of the weakness of Zipporah, his wife. 
He meets Aaron and they went together to 
the elders of Israel, and the people believed. 





COLLEGE WIDOW wishes position as House 
Mother in Southern School. Reply c/o The 
Southern Presbyterian Journal, Weaverville, 


N. C. 
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YOUTH PROGRAM FOR APRIL 20 


By THE REV. B. HOYT EVANS 


The Church In The Home 


Scripture: Philemon 1-6 


Suggested Hymns: 
“OQ Worship the King” 
“Sweet Hour of Prayer” 
“Take Time to Be Holy” 


Suggestion to Program Leader: 

As an alternative way of presenting this sub- 
ject, or as a supplement to the material given 
below, you could ask a parent and a young 
person from exemplary Christian homes in your 
church to describe the religious life in their 
homes. They should tell of the Christian activ- 
ities in which they engage as a family, such 
as family worship, etc. After they have finished, 
the other young people should be given an 
opportunity to suggest Christian family activities 
which they have experienced or heard about.) 


Program Leader’s Introduction: 

One of the serious problems in American 
home life today is that of disunity. For many 
families home is nothing more than a place to 
eat and sleep and keep one’s belongings. The 
different members of the family are engaged in 
so many independent activities that they rarely 
do anything as a family. In many situations 
they do not often come together as a family. 
Even the church has been guilty of contributing 
to this problem at times. In some churches 
there are separate organizations for men, women, 
young people, and children, and the more faith- 
ful people are to their own organizations, the 
less they see of the other members of their 
families. These organizations certainly have 
their place of importance and usefulness, but 
they must not be thought of as substitutes for 
spiritual activity in the family circle. 


In the days of the New Testament church 
many of the congregations met in the homes 
of Christians. Undoubtedly some of these 
churches had their beginning with a family 
of believers. Poverty and persecution do not 
require us to have our churches meeting in 
homes today, but we would do well to recap- 
ture this idea of the church in the home. An 
individual church is a body of believers with 
Christ as their head. There is no reason why 
our families should not be churches in this 
sense. If we will take seriously this matter of 
letting our homes become churches, we shall 
find that our ties to Christ and to the other 
members of our family will grow stronger. 
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Our speakers will suggest some of the activi- 
ties in which a “family church” can engage. 


First Speaker: 

One of the most profitable and satisfying 
activities which the church in the home can 
undertake is the practice of family worship or 
the family altar. This involves having a definite 
time each day when all the members of the 
family come together for a brief devotional 
service of Scripture reading and prayer. Our 
church provides a quarterly devotional booklet, 
“Day by Day,” which has a brief meditation 
and suggested Bible readings and prayer objects 
for each day. There is no home which will not 
be made stronger in itself and in love to God 
by the faithful practice of family worship. There 
can be no church without worship, and there 
can be no church in the home without family 
worship. 


Second Speaker: 


In another generation nearly all churches had 
what were known as family pews. These were 
benches in the sanctuary on which entire fam- 
ilies sat to worship. Each family had its tra- 
ditional pew. There are some churches in which 
this custom is still practiced. It has the value 
of drawing the family together in the experience 
of worship. There are so many services in the 
church in which the family members work and 
worship separately that it would be a good 
thing for family solidarity if at least once in 
a while the family sat together for worship in 
the church. 


Third Speaker: 


Another helpful way in which the members 
of a household can function together as a 
church is in study. Some families have ap- 
pointed times for the joint study and discus- 
sion of Christian books and topics of spiritual 
interest. Such an arrangement can be made 
interesting and systematic by assigning different 
members of the family topics about which they 
can study and then make reports to the others. 
Some families find it very helpful to study the 
Sunday school lesson together. This idea works 
especially well in families where the children 
are all in their teens. 


Fourth Speaker: 
A church service without music and singing 
is a bleak affair. The life of the church in 
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the home can be made richer and more beauti- 
ful, if there is music in it. It is real fun to 
gather around the piano and sing hymns. If 
the family is not fortunate enough to have 
musicians in it, there is the possibility of mak- 
ing a collection of sacred music on records and 
of coming together as a family to hear the 
records played. Added interest can be brought 
to this musical activity by reading together the 
stories of some of our favorite hymns and of 
the lives of hymn writers and composers. This 
practice not only makes for family unity but 
it heightens appreciation of all church music. 


Fifth Speaker: 

The church in the home can find joy and 
satisfaction in projects of Christian service. A 
church which lives only for itself becomes weak 
in vitality. The same is true of the church in 
the home. There are projects which the family 
can undertake for the glory of God and the 


good of others. Collections of clothing can 
be made to be sent overseas. Packages of food 
can be wrapped and sent to those who are 
starving. Used Christmas cards can be collected 
and sent to missionaries. Underprivileged fam- 
ilies in the community can be helped and be. 
friended. All of these things can be done by 
families working together in the name of Christ. 


Program Leader: 

It may be that not many homes can take 
part in all these activities, but if we start by 
doing the things that are most practical for 
our families, we shall find that home is far more 
than a place to hang the hat. If we try to 
strengthen the church in our homes, home will 
mean more to us, to our families, and to Christ. 


(In closing you could sing as a prayer the 
little chorus, “Come into My Heart, Lord 
Jesus.” For a second stanza you can substitute 
the words “Come into my home,” etc. 




















Bible Study for 
Circle Bible Leaders on 
“The Church in the New Testament” 


Prepared by Morton H. Smith, 
Professor of Bible 
Belhaven College, Jackson, Mississippi 


Lesson 5: A Praying Church 


THE LESSON IN OUTLINE 
I. The Nature of Prayer 
A. Negatively 
B. Positively - Shorter Catechism, Question 98 


II. The New Testament Church at Prayer 


A. They Prayed - The Holy Spirit Came at 
Pentecost, Acts 1:12-14; 2:1-4. 


B. They Prayed - They Spake the Word of 
God with Boldness, Acts 4:23-35 


C. They Prayed On Many Other Occasions 


1. At the Election of Officers, Acts 1:24-26; 
6:1-6 


2. At the Ordination and Commissioning of 
Men to Work, Acts 6:1-6; 13:1-3 


3. In the Face of Difficulties, Acts 8:14-15; 
16:25; 20:36-38. 


Conclusion 


As we come to the subject of the Praying 
Church we find in the Scripture a great wealth 
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of material. We can only hope to define briefly 
the nature of prayer and then to cite a few of 
the many examples of the Church at prayer. 


I. The Nature of Prayer 


Before setting forth a specific definition of 
prayer let us note a very popular conception 
which is erroneous and unscriptural. It is the 
popular slogan, “Prayer Changes Things.” To 
say this tends to make a god of prayer. It is 
not prayer that changes things; it is God. Prayer 
is not itself a power or force. It is simply 
a means of communion with God. Thus we 
should not call prayer a force or power. In 
fact it is not proper to refer to God as abstract 
power or force. God is the Living Personal God, 
who has all power, and who hears and answers 
prayer. 


B. Positively 


As we see the implications of what prayer is 
not, we are better able to perceive its true 
nature. The best short definition of prayer is 
found in the Shorter Catechism, Question 98. 
“Prayer is the offering up of our desires unto 
God, for things agreeable to his will, in the 
name of Christ, with confession of our sins, 
and thankful acknowledgement of his mercies.” 


Notice first of all that prayer is described in 
terms of an act of worship, “offering up of our 
desires.” In the Old Testament worship the 
prayers of the saints were represented by the 
cloud of the incense rising before the Holy 
of Holies, the throne of God. Since prayer 
is an act of worship, it cannot properly be 
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offered unto anyone other than God. “Thou 
shalt worship the Lord thy God, and Him only 
shalt thou serve’ (Deut. 6:13, Mt. 4:10). The 
Scripture gives no warrant to our praying to 
angels, Mary, or the saints. In fact it specifically 
forbids worship of angels (Col. 2:18). God 
and God alone is to be addressed in our 
prayers. This being the case we as creatures of 
God must always approach Him with a proper 
sense of worship and reverence. 


When we recognize that we are not only 
creatures, but also sinful creatures, then we 
recognize that we cannot come into God’s pres- 
ence as we are. But, thanks be unto God, He 
has provided a Mediator for us, even Christ 
Jesus (I Tim. 2:5). See how the author of 
Hebrews relates Christ as our Mediator and 
Priest to our prayers. It is because He is the 
kind of Priest that He is that we have access 
to the very throne of God in prayer. “Having 
then a great high priest, who hath passed 
through the heavens, Jesus the Son of God, let 
us hold fast our confession. For we have not 
a high priest that cannot be touched with the 
feeling of our infirmities; but one that hath 
been in all points tempted like as we are, yet 
without sin. Let us therefore draw near with 
boldness unto the throne of grace, that we may 
receive mercy, and may find grace to help us 
in time of need” (Heb. 4:14-16). 


It is just because He has known our infirmi- 
ties, yes, even our temptations, but was always 
victorious, that we can come through Him to 
the throne of God. In fact we are enjoined 
to come boldly to the throne of grace, first 
for forgiveness, and then as Christians for all 
our needs. Thus to ask in His Name, as He 
commands (John 14:13; 15:16; 16:23) is really 
to come to God through Christ as our only 
Saviour and Mediator. It is to come, trusting 
in Him as Saviour and the only Way to the 
Father (John 14:6). 


The Catechism further indicates that prayer 
should be in accord with God’s will. This 
means that if God has clearly revealed His will 
in His Word, then we have no right to ask His 
blessing on something that is contrary to His 
revealed will. The only apparent exceptions 
to this rule seem to be found in cases where 
there is judgment pronounced against sin. At 
times this brought forth a response of repent- 
ance and faith. Moses pleaded for Israel after 
God had pronounced a curse on her sin, and 
God heard his plea thus withholding judgment 
that had been previously announced. David on 
the other hand, prayed without success, for 
the life of the son, which God had said He 
would take. Never does the Scripture give any 
sanction to pray for things declared to be sinful. 


As to the secret will of God, which is revealed 
only as history unfolds, we do not know ahead 
of time what His will is. Here we must follow 


APRIL 2, 1958 


the example of Christ, “Not my will but thine 
be done.” Thus we should pray, “If it be thy 
ee 


The Catechism indicates that a balanced 
prayer life is not simply the petitioning and 
supplicating God, but it also involves both con- 
fession and thanksgiving. We must recognize 
ourselves as sinners before God and confess our 
sins, with a turning away from them (repent- 
ance), and a turning unto God (faith). “If we 
confess our sins He is faithful and just to 
forgive us our sins, and to cleanse us from all 
unrighteousness” (I John 1:9). Then, of 
course, when we come to a proper apprehen- 
sion of God and of all that He has given us, 
especially in the Gospel, there should never 
be an occasion on which we are not thankful 
to God. Paul instructs us: “Rejoice always, pray 
without ceasing, in everything give thanks” 
(I Thes. 5:16-18). 


II. The New Testament Church at Prayer 


Having examined the nature of prayer as it 
is defined by the Shorter Catechism, let us now 
look at a number of cases of the Church at 
prayer. 


A. They Prayed - The Holy Spirit Came 
at Pentecost, Acts 1:12-14; 2:1-4 


During the three years of their walking with 
Jesus the disciples learned how wonderful fel- 
lowship with Him is. Thus when He finally 
parted from them by ascending up into Heaven, 
they came to depend upon prayer to continue 
in this fellowship. The Church of the period 
between the Ascension and Pentecost is char- 
acterized by this statement: “They all with one 
accord continued steadfastly in prayer... ” 
(Acts 1:14a). Notice the unity of spirit. Also 
observe the fact that they were constantly at 
prayer. Had the Church continued with the 
same unity and steadfastness of prayer, we 
can be sure that her history would have been 
different. Would that we as a Church today 
would return to this practice! Think of what 
such would mean for our own Church, for our 
nation, for the world! 


Acts 2 opens with notice of their all being 
gathered together in one place on the day of 
Pentecost. No doubt they were in prayer when 
the Holy Spirit, whom Jesus had promised, 
came upon them in signs of power and might. 
Here was the One who empowers the Church 
to be an effective witness of the Gospel unto 
the world, to be the “pillar and ground of 
the truth.” In addition to the personal signs 
of the Spirit, we have the history of the Church 
in which to see the power of His witness. Start- 
ing in Jerusalem the Gospel swept across the 
world to Rome, and in three short centuries 
had conquered the Roman throne without rais- 
ing a sword, other than the Sword of the Spirit, 
the Word of God. What a great example the 
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Church at Jerusalem has set for us in her stead- 
fast prayer! 


B. They Prayed — They Spake the Word 
of God with Boldness, Acts 4:23-35. 


The first opposition to the Gospel arose 
almost immediately after Pentecost. It came 
from the same group that had plotted the death 
of Christ. In particular the first objection 
came from the Sadducees who did not believe 
in the resurrection, and thus found the news 
of the Resurrection of Jesus to be most ob- 
noxious. After they forbade Peter and John 
to preach the Gospel, they released them. Peter 
and John then returned to the assembled 
Church. In response to their deliverance the 
Church poured out its heart in a_ beautiful 
prayer to God, (Acts 4:24-31). Notice how this 
prayer opens with thanksgiving and praise of 
God. He is acknowledged as Creator and Ruler 
of all. Then the prayer moves to the recent 
events in Jerusalem, where the Sovereign Hand 
of God was seen operating, even in the death 
of Christ. All of this is in the tone of praise 
and adoration. Do we praise and thank Him 
enough in our prayers? 


Only after this praise do we have the petition 
of the Church to the Lord. They prayed that 
the Lord would give them boldness to witness 
His truth to the world, even in the face of 
opposition. Here is a prayer that was cer- 
tainly in accord with His revealed will. He 
had given the one primary task to the Church 
of witnessing the Gospel to the ends of the 
earth. The Church, aware that she could not 
do this of herself, and aware that she might 
lack proper courage to obey Him, petitions the 
Lord for that which is most needful—boldness. 
Have you ever prayed for boldness to witness 
for Him? We all need it. 


God in answering the prayer pours out His 
Spirit so that they were all filled with the Holy 
Spirit and thus empowered to witness. See 
how much more God gives in answering prayer 
than we know how to ask. Such an answer, 
however, may almost cause us to hesitate to 
ask. Do we really mean our prayers? Do we 
really want boldness to witness? Or do we 
prefer to hide behind our cloaks of timidness 
and thus excuse ourselves from witnessing? If 
we pray for boldness, He will give it, and we 
will find ourselves witnessing, perhaps when we 
personally might prefer to be at our ease. Per- 
haps one of the reasons that so many of us 
lack a real vital prayer life is that we do not 
mean our prayers. 


One other thing that we ought to notice be- 
fore leaving this section is the way in which 
the Church itself was faithful to their prayer 
request. They had prayed for boldness to speak 
the Word of God, and when granted boldness 
they spake “the Word of God.” The New 
Testament Church saw that it was her one 
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task to set forth God’s Word to the world. Her 
prayer life was directed to this end and also 
her efforts. We need to examine ourselves 
and our Church to see if we are as faithful to 
the revealed will of God regarding the Church 
and her members. Think of the effect on the 
world if our Southern Presbyterian Church 
could for just one generation forget all other 
matters and concentrate on this one task of 
spreading the glorious Gospel of Christ. If 
only we would pour out our hearts in prayer 
for this work, and press all our efforts to 
this one task, we would soon see the power of 
that Gospel unto the salvation of many souls. 
May God be so gracious as to call His Church 
afresh to this one great task. 


C. They Prayed On Many Other Occasions. 


1. At Election of Officers, Acts 1:24-26; 
6:1-6. 


Again we can learn from the New Testament 
Church the lesson of prayer when we have 
the task of election of officers in the Church. 
They should not be elected to get them busy 
in the Church’s work, but rather because they 
are already spiritual leaders. They should be 
chosen only after prayer for God’s guidance. 
Certainly politics has no place in the Church 
that truly prays for God’s guidance in these 
matters. 

2. At the Ordination of Men and Commis- 


sioning Them to Work, Acts 6:1-6, 
Acts 13:1-3. 


Not only did the early Church pray over 
who should be officers, they also continued 
in their prayers for these. They prayed over 
them in ordaining them to office. In Acts 13 
we see the first of Paul’s missionary journeys. 
The call of the Holy Spirit came only as the 
Church at Antioch was praying and fasting, 
and once called, the Church sent Paul and 
Barnabas on their way with prayer. We can 
be assured that the Church continued to back 
her missionaries with prayers as well. Do we? 


3. In the Face of Difficulties, 
Acts 8:14-15; 16:25; 20;36-38. 


The Church of the New Testament sets for 
us the example of going to God in prayer when 
faced with difficulties. The first case cited, 
Acts 8:14-15, was the occasion of the preaching 
of Philip in Samaria. The question was whether 
these half Gentiles would be received in the 
same way that the Jew had been received by 
God under the Gospel. Peter and John are 
called from Jerusalem, and after they had 
prayed, the Holy Spirit is poured out on the 
Samaritans, just as He had come upon the Jews 
at Pentecost. And so we see that prayer was 
the means to the answer of this perplexing 
problem. There is no direct mention of prayer 
at the Jerusalem Council in Acts 15, though 
from the language used by James concerning 
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the decision it is evident that the Lord was 
consulted for he says, “It seemed good to the 
Holy Spirit and to us...” (Acts 15:28). 


A classic example of Christians in distress and 
praying is that of Paul and Silas, after suffer- 
ing a beating, and in stocks in the inmost 
dungeon, at midnight praying and singing 
hymns unto God. God honored them with the 
deliverance from prison, but even more impor- 
tant was the opportunity to witness to the jailer 
and to his household. We never know when 
some difficulty or trouble may be the testing 
of our faith in prayer. God may purpose to 
bring us to a closer walk with Himself, and 
a higher place of service. See Acts 16:19-34. 


One of the most distressing problems that 
we all face is that of leaving loved ones from 


time to time in life. Paul sets for us the exam- 
ple of praying with one another before parting, 
as he prayed with the Ephesian elders before 
setting out to Jerusalem (Acts 20:36-38). What 
comfort there should be to each of us that 
no matter how far separated by miles we can 
call forth blessings upon our loved ones at 
any time through prayer. Do we use this privi- 
lege as often as we should? May God touch 
our hearts to be more compassionate in our 
prayers for our friends and loved ones. 


Conclusion 


We have studied the nature of prayer, and 
then examined a few of the many examples of 
the Church at prayer. May God help each one 
of us to have a more vital prayer life! “Pray 
without ceasing.” 
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The General Fund and 
Interchurch Agencies 
Statement of Receipts 


Jan. 16 - Feb. 28, 1958 


The General Fund Agencies 


Budget for 1958 $1,120,151.00 
Receipts to date 49,773.16 
Percentage of annual 

budget received to date 4.44% 
Balance needed for the year $1,070,377.84 


Interchurch Agencies 


Budget for 1958 
Receipts to date 
Percentage of annual 
budget received to date 5.12% 
Balance needed for the year $26,862.63 


$28,314.00 
1,451.37 





Report of Ad Interim Committee To 
Study the Montreat Situation 


The General Assembly of 1957 appointed an Ad 
Interim Committee to clarify the matter of re- 


sponsibility and authority at Montreat with respect 
to: 


1) Ownership of property at Montreat 


2) Use of Montreat Property and facilities by 
Boards and Agencies of the Presbyterian 
Church U.S.; 


3) Matters of policy affecting work of the 
Boards, Agencies and Courts of the Presby- 
terian Church U.S.; 

4) Consideration of a study to be made by the 
Mountain Retreat Association as it pertains 
to Montreat College. 


This committee was instructed to report, with 
recommendations, to the General Assembly of 1958. 


We have met several times, have corresponded 
with each other, have made a thorough study of 


APRIL 2, 1958 


the matters referred to us and have engaged in 
extensive discussion of the problems involved. We 
have arrived at some tentative conclusions and 
recommendations in which we concur unanimously. 
However, the committee respectfully informs the 
General Assembly. 


1. That the complexity of the situation of the 
Mountain Retreat Association as it affects 
our boards and agencies, and our denomina- 
tion as a whole, warrants further study; and, 


2. That certain changes in the charter and by- 
laws of the Mountain Retreat Association and 
of Montreat College have been proposed by 
the Board of Trustees to the Legislature of 
North Carolina, and the record of these pro- 
posals only recently has come into our hands. 
Since there has been but little opportunity 
for this committee to study these proposed 
changes or to evaluate their probable effects, 
and since a consideration of these matters 
was specified in our instructions (4) from 
the General Assembly; 


We believe, for both of the reasons stated 
above, that to make a final report at this 
time would be premature; and the committee 
asks that it be continued for another year 
with its present personnel. 


Massey Mott Heltzel, Chairman 
D. Brantley Burns 

William Crowe, Jr. 

Emile H. Dieth 

James E. Hayes 

Charles G. Rose, Jr. 

J. P. F. Stevenson 





March Meeting 
Board of World Missions 


Nashville, Tenn. — Fourteen new missionaries 
were appointed for service in five missionary fields 
of the Presbyterian Church, U.S., when the Board 
of World Missions met here in March. The ap- 
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pointments brought the total in active service 


to 515, very near the all-time high of 517 reached 
in 1925. 


The Belgian Congo will receive six of the new 
appointees. Two each will go to the fields in 
Japan, West Brazil, Mexico and Korea. 


The Brazilian work was also spurred on by ap- 
proval given to a contribution of $50,000 to the 
Presbyterian Church of Brazil for a revolving 
Building and Loan Fund. The Presbyterian Church, 
U.S., contribution will be added to a similar con- 
tribution by the Presbyterian Church, U.S.A., and 
additional funds will be provided by the Brazilian 
Church, to give a fund of well over $100,000. The 
fund will be used for loans to congregations build- 
ing new churches, annexes and manses, but actual 
establishment of the fund will await the formal 


approval of the fund by the General Assembly of 
the Brazilian Church. 


This action followed close on the heels of the 
formal delivery, reported to the Board in March, 
of an entire new presbytery into the Brazilian 
Church. The Presbytery of Minas Triangle was 
entirely developed by the West Brazil Mission of 
the Presbyterian Church, U.S., and is now fully 
organized. On Feb. 7, 1958, the mission formally 
turned the presbytery over to the General Assem- 
bly of Brazil. The first regular meeting of the 
presbytery was held on January 22. 


The March meeting of the Board was also 
marked by visits to the meeting by two distin- 
guished churchmen from foreign lands. From Italy 
came Dr. Achille Deodato and Mrs. Deodato, rep- 
resenting the Waldensian church. Dr. Deodato is 
Moderator of the Waldensians, a seven-year as- 
signment, and is in this country for the second 
time during his tenure. As representative of a 
Church that was a forerunner of the Protestant 
Reformation, having begun in the 12th Century, 
the Deodatos told the Board of the growth of 
the long-suppressed little Church, and thanked the 
Board and the Presbyterian Church, U.S., for the 
aid given it since World War II through the De- 
partment of Overseas Relief and Inter-Church Aid. 
Dr. Deodato also told of the continuing struggle, 
led by Waldensian lawyers, to win additional re- 
ligious freedoms under the new Italian Constitution. 


From India, Bishop Rajah B. Manikam, Lutheran 
Bishop of Travancore, brought greetings. As the 
former joint secretary for East Asia of both the 
International Missionary Council and the World 
Council of Churches, he spoke to the Board con- 
cerning the world-wide missionary enterprise. “‘Mis- 
sions is entering a new era, it is true. But it is 
a new era because of the methods by which mis- 
sionary work must be done, and not because there 
is less need of missionary work. You have greater 
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work to do in the years to come than you have 
yet done.” 


At the Board dinner, in honor of retiring men- 
bers of the Board, special honor was paid Dr. D. J. 
Cumming, educational secretary of the Board for 
ten years, and missionary worker for the Church 
for forty years. Dr. Cumming went out to Korea 
in 1918, serving as an evangelistic, educational and 
even medical (as superintendent of French Me- 
morial Hospital at Mokpo for 12 years) missionary. 
Honored with Dr. Cumming was his wife, Mrs. Ann 
Shannon Preston Cumming, herself a daughter 
of Korea Missionary parents, and a missionary 
to Korea from 1934. 


Discussion on the future of Shikoku Christian 
College in Japan resulted in the Board’s approval 
of plans to seek accreditation of the college as 
a junior college, and the appropriation of $15,000 
to meet expenses of new faculty salaries that 
would be required by the effort to obtain ac- 
creditation. The college, founded about ten years 
ago, had been operating as a four-year college, 
but had not been able to obtain accreditation un- 
der the strict Japanese educational requirements. 
Accreditation as a junior college was a goal rec- 
ommended by a special called meeting of the 
Japanese Mission, and is believed within the finan- 
cial reach of the mission enterprise. 


The Board also agreed with the mission that 
continuing studies should be made to determine 
whether the present location at Zentsuji is the 
best, and whether a long-term need for the school 
actually exists. The Board therefore voted to 
invite “a committee of the best Christian educa- 
tional leadership to visit Japan at the earliest pos- 
sible moment for the purpose of consulting with 
the Japan Mission to discern the wisest fashion 
of developing Shikoku as a college, or other edu- 
cational institution, and for the purpose of advis- 
ing the Board on this matter.” 


The study, and experimentation in use of the 
school, as well as the drive for accreditation, 


A final decision by the Board as to the future 
of the school will grow out of the study, and out 
of experimentation in best use of the school. The 
Board “does not presume that this can be done 
under three years, but feels that five years should 
be maximum time allowed for this period of ex- 
perimentation,” it stated. At the same time it re- 
affirmed “its interest in this project and declared 
its conviction that a ministry to the student gen- 
eration in Japan is essential.” 


The Presbyterian Church, U.S., provided 180,928 
pounds of clothing to needy persons through 
Church World Service in 1957. This fact was 
brought to the Board in the report of the Depart- 
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ment of Overseas Relief and Inter-Church Aid. 
The report also pointed out that through CWS 
people in 46 countries were aided, and that the 
Southern Presbyterians ranked fifth among all 
denominations participating in the relief work, so 
far as clothing contributions were concerned. The 
Southern Church also gave $65,796 to the Share 
Our Surplus program through CWS, and thereby 
provided 30,000,000 pounds of clothing, with an 
immediate objective of 10,000,000 pounds for 1958. 


Other actions taken included: 


Concerning baptism of missionary children on 
the field, the Board stated that it “would urge 
all missions to advise their members that the Sac- 
rament of Infant Baptism should be administered, 
ordinarily, under the auspices and supervision of 
a particular church.” 


Approved the resignation, effective March 11, 
of Dr. Robert Cousar, Jr., from missionary work 
in Brazil. The resignation was accepted with re- 
gret, and an expression of appreciation for his 
energetic, versatile and devoted service. 


Voted to send Dr. D. J. Cumming as the Board’s 
representative to the dedication of the new mis- 
sion hospital, Lax Amistad, at Ometepec, Mexico. 
Dedication is planned for summer, and Dr. S. S. 
Wiley of the Lookout Mountain Presbyterian 
Church, Lookout Mountain, Tenn., will give the 
dedicatory address. 


Appropriated $2,640 for capital expenditures 
in the joint mission work in Iraq. 


Approved the naming of Mrs. Robert C. Shane, 
missionary to Brazil, as the delegate for the Pres- 
byterian Church of Brazil at the Quadrennial Inter- 
American Conference of Presbyterian Women’s Or- 
ganization, to be held at Purdeux University, 
Lafayette, Ind., June 25 - July 1. 


Approved the Home Base Committee’s recom- 
mendations concerning the World Mission Confer- 
ence, Youth Section, registration rules. Because 
of the recent burning of College Hall at Montreat, 
and the reduction thereby in the number of per- 
sons who can be housed at the Conference, a limi- 
tation of six young persons from any given church 
was adopted. A total of 450 young people will be 
registered for the conference this year, from the 
11th and higher grades only. Two will be accepted 
from any church, on a first-come basis; for larger 
churches, an additional young person will be al- 
lowed to register for each additional 100 members 
in the church, up to six hundred. Registration fee 
will be $4.00. 


Missionaries appointed are: 


To Mexico: Mr. and Mrs. William Forbes 
Prophet of Kingsport, Tenn., as business mission- 
aries. Mr. Prophet is the former president and 
general manager of Pot O’Gold Delicatessen, Inc., 
and has been attending Columbia Seminary during 
the past year. Mrs. Prophet is a teacher of voice 
and piano. They are members of First Church, 
Kingsport. Both have degrees from Julliard School 
of Music, and have two children, a son and a 
daughter. 


To Japan: Dr. and Mrs. Robert Newman Mooney, 
of Austin, Texas, with degrees from the University 
of Michigan, and is an elder in the University 
Presbyterian Church, Austin, Texas. Mrs. Mooney 
is a trained nurse, also a graduate of University 
of Michigan. They have one child, a daughter. 


To Korea: Dr. and Mrs. Ronald Burton Dietrick 
of Richmond, Va., as medical missionaries. Dr. 
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Dietrick is a surgeon, with degrees from Davidson 
College and Medical College of Virginia. He is 
now resident surgeon at the Veterans Hospital in 
Richmond. Mrs. Dietrick is a graduate of the Uni- 
versity of North Carolina, in physical education. 
Both are members of Forest Hill Church, Richmond, 
and have a son and a daughter. 


To West Brazil: The Rev. and Mrs. Edward 
O’dell Smith, of Piney Flats and Johnson City, 
Tenn., as evangelistic missionaries. Mr. Smith is 
a February graduate of Union Seminary, with 
earlier degrees from Emory and Henry College and 
King College. Mrs. Smith is a graduate of Emory 
and Henry College, and has worked as director 
of Christian education and as a public school 
teacher. She will go out as a member of First 
Presbyterian Church, Morristown, Tenn. 


To the Congo: Miss Anna Katherine Dickson, 
of Bethel Springs, Tenn., as a medical missionary. 
Miss Dickson is presently attending Columbia Semi- 
nary, and holds degrees from the University of 
Tennessee. She is a member of First Church, 
Bethel Springs. 


Miss Elizabeth Ann Shefelton, Newman, Ga., as 
an educational missionary. She is teaching in New- 
nan, and served for three years as teacher of 
missionaries’ children in the Congo. Her assign- 
ment as a permanent missionary, working in 
Central School, is an unusual one, since missionary 
children’s teachers are usually appointed on a three- 
year basis. A graduate of Georgia State College 
for Women, Appalachian State Teachers College, 
and Assembly’s Training School, Miss Shefelton 
is a member of Newnan Presbyterian Church. 


Mr. and Mrs. Branton Boyd Blount, of Houston 
and Mercedes, Texas, as industrial missionaries. 
Mr. Blount holds degrees from Texas A. and M. 
College, and is an industrial engineer who has 
worked with Texas oil companies and with the 
Central Power and Light Company of Corpus 
Christi. He has been attending Austin Seminary 
this year. Mrs. Blount is trained in nursing and 
has attended Texas College of Arts and Industries 
and Austin Seminary. The couple have two chil- 
dren, and both Mr. and Mrs. Blount are members 
of the First Church, Bay City, Texas. 


The Rev. and Mrs. Charles Robert Oliver, Jr., 
of Hampton, Virginia, as evangelistic missionaries. 
He is a graduate of Davidson College and Union 
Seminary, and has been assistant pastor of the 
First Church, Hampton, since May, 1957. Mrs. 
Oliver, a graduate of East Carolina College, is a 
teacher in public schools. She is a member of 
First Church, Hampton. 


Bible News 


Charles W. Baas, assistant treasurer of the 
American Bible Society since 1954, has been elect- 
ed treasurer. Mr. Baas, who becomes the 1ith 
treasurer of the Society since its founding 141 
years ago, succeeds Dr. Gilbert Darlington, who 
has retired as treasurer but continues as invest- 
ment officer. 





Mr. Baas is a director and member of the execu- 
tive committee of the United Lutheran Church 
Foundation and serves on a committee of the de- 
partment of stewardship of the United Lutheran 
Church. Mr. Baas first joined the Society as as- 
sistant to the treasurer. He is married and has 
two children. 

* * * 


A special Scripture distribution is being con- 
ducted by the American Bible Society along the 
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new St. Lawrence Seaway. Four thousand “mobile 
homes” have brought temporary residents to a 
previously sparsely populated section. A worker 
of the Bible Society has been visiting the trailer 
courts leaving an illustrated Gospel in each home 
and presenting each trailer-dweller with the oppor- 
tunity to possess and read the Bible. Nearly 700 
volumes of the Society’s Scriptures have been dis- 
tributed so far in this program, which will con- 
tinue for several months. 


* 


Fifty thousand copies of the Daily Bible Read- 
ing List for 1958 were printed in Korea and dis- 
tributed to churches, schools, booksellers and book- 
stores. These lists are translations of the American 
Bible Society’s list of which a million and a quarter 
copies were distributed in the United States. 


ox * * 


“The Book That Lives” is the theme that has 
been chosen for 1958 by the American Bible Society 
for its Worldwide Bible Reading program, from 
Thanksgiving to Christmas. This year will be the 
fifteenth annual observance of this reading pro- 
gram. All attempts to trace the original telephone 
call from the mother of the young Marine in 
Guadalcanal to the Bible Society’s office, which 
resulted in the ever-growing Bible reading pro- 
gram, have failed. 


* * * 


Distribution of the Scriptures may bring un- 
usual problems, according to word received by the 
American Bible Society from Japan. Colporteurs 
of the Bible Society there report that the prowling 
habits of bears in Akito Province have caused 
great consternation among the country villages. 
The colporteurs, whose work often requires them 
to return to their centers at dusk, are afraid of 
possible attacks by these grizzlies. The five col- 
porteurs now at work in the area have asked the 
Bible Society to provide them with bells which 
they can ring on their return to the villages so 
that the bears will be frightened away. 


‘* bd ok 


In the last ten years the American Bible Society 
reports that, due to great improvements in the 
appearance of its editions of pocket Gospels and 
other Scripture Portions, the total distribution of 
these small books has been over 75,000,000 copies 
in sixteen languages. This figure does not include 
the wide circulation by the Bible Society of whole 
Bibles and complete copies of the New Testament. 
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WHEN WE TEACH JUNIORS. Jane Bower. 
man Harris. Westminster Press. $1.00. 


This small volume is intended to be an intro- 
duction to assist teachers in presenting the “‘most 
importants” in teaching Juniors. It is intended 
not only for individual reading by leaders but 
for discussions by groups of teachers and leaders, 
Each chapter suggests questions for further study 
and discussion as well as additional resources for 
digging deeper into the subject. 


GOD’S P. O. W. William H. Rittenhouse. 
Greenwich Book Publishers. $2.50. 


This is a true story of an American flyer who 
found Christ behind the barbed wire of a Nazi 
prison camp. It has been dramatized on the tele- 
vision program “‘Crossroads.”’ This volume steadies 
and deepens one’s belief in God and His providence. 


THE PHILOSOPHY OF ALL POSSIBLE 
REVELATION. Robert Matheson. yreenwich 
Book Publishers. $2.50. 


According to this author, the Bible was written 
as an allegorical expression of truth and not as 
an account of historic facts. Starting from this 
false premise the author has nothing constructive 
to offer. 


THOUGHTS FOR TIMES’ LIKE THESE. 
S. Ralph Harlow. Philosophical Library. $3.00. 


Based on 40 years of teaching and leadership 
in education and religious groups, this book seeks 
to apply the Judaeo-Christian ethic to the social 
and religious problems of our time. There are 
35 brief chapters that emphasize the fact that 
the Biblical ethic remains the principal instrument 
for the achievement of peace and harmony and 
justice among all men. The author discusses a 
number of controversial subjects and we disagree 
with him on a number of points. The discerning 
reader, however, can find certain stimulating 
thoughts in this volume. 





HOW TO TEACH LUKE. Joseph M. Gettys. 
John Knox Press. $1.00. 


This small volume is a leader’s guide to How 
to Study Luke. Suggestions are given for prepara- 
tion in teaching 23 units of the third gospel. 





BETTER CHALK TALKS. Stella O. Barnett. 
Fleming H. Revell. $2.00. 


Chalk talks are gaining in popularity along 
with today’s emphasis on the importance of visual 
education and creating a lasting impression. The 
use of this book may be varied according to the 
ability of the artist. Clear and explicit instruc- 
tions make it possible for the most amateur artist 
to present these beautifully impressive chalk talks. 
Word pictures translated into actual pictures carry 
the true meaning of messages to the mind of 


the audience and impress them on the memory 
for a lifetime. 
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WHAT WOULD JESUS DO? 
Macalister, Clark Publishing Co. 


Glenn Clark. 
$2.25. 


“What Would Jesus Do?” is the modern story 
of the grandchildren of Charles M. Sheldon’s 
famous characters of “In His Steps,” challenged 
to walk the way he would lead them. It is the 
modern answer to the century-old question—in 
business, in schools, in politics, in hospitals and 
churches of the day—-what would Jesus do? Every 
event told in this novel actually happened in some 
form or other in real life, the author affirms. 





“WHY I AM A JEW.” David de Sola Pool. 
Thomas Nelson & Sons. $2.75. 


Out of the massive literature and history of 
4,000 years, the author shows the meaning of 
Judaism and why he is a Jew. There are 21 chap- 
ters devoted to this subject followed by a glossary. 


There are some pathetic passages in this vol- 


ume. Chapter 19 is entitled “Awaiting the Mes- 
siah.”’ The Messiah he is awaiting is altogether 
human. He is not looking for one who can per- 
form miracles, change natural phenomena, or 


resurrect the dead. He is not looking for one 
who will appear for atonement of sins as he be- 
lieves that this obligation rests inescapably on 
each individual and on no one else. 


Viewed as a whole, this volume shows the Chris- 
tian the need for evangelization among the Jewish 
people. This is a difficult work but one that the 
Christian church dare not neglect. 

—J.R.R. 


THE GOSPEL OF MARK. 
Westminster Press. $2.50. 


Dr. Barclay’s commentary on Mark is broken 
down into 133 brief chapters. His method is to 
take a paragraph and use it as the basis of dis- 
cussion, 





William Barclay. 


The author holds the Gospel according to St. 
Mark in high esteem. Here he says, “We study 
the most important book in the New Testament 
for in it we have the first life of Jesus ever to 
be written.” 


This book has been prepared for group study. 
It is especially valuable for personal devotion. 
It has much to offer in the way of spiritual re- 
freshment. 





FROM A TO Z—The Bible ascribes 350 
names to the Person of our Lord Jesus Christ. 
Here is an alphabet of some of His titles: 


Advocate—I John 2:1 
Bread of Life—John 6:8 
Creator—Isaiah 43:15. 
Deliverer—Romans 11:26 
Emmanuel—Isaiah 7:14 
Faithful Witness—Rev. 1:5 
Gift of God—John 4:10 
Hiding-Place—Isaiah 32:2 
Image of God—Hebrews 1:3 
Just One—<Acts 3:14 

King of Glory—Psalm 24:7 
Lamb of God—John 1:29 
Mighty One—Isaiah 30:29 
Nazarene—Matthew 2:23 
Only Begotten—John 1:1-4 
Prince of Life—Acts 3:15 
Quickening Spirit—I Cor. 15:45 
Redeemer—Job 19:25 
Saviour—John 4:42 

True God—I John 5:20 
Unspeakable Gift, II Cor. 9:15 
Vine—John 15:1 
Wisdom—Proverbs 8:22 


In Revelation 1:8 the names are all summed up 
in one expression: “I am the Alpha and the 
Omega...” or in everyday English, “I am every- 
thing from A to Z.” God has exhausted the lan- 
guage of men to find words to describe His dear 
Son. 








“At the name of Jesus every knee shall bow and 
every tongue shall confess that Jesus Christ is 
Lord, to the glory of God the Father.”—Philippians 
2:10-11. —Exchange 





What Position Do You Occupy in Your Church? 
A position—or a problem? 
A promoter—or a provoker? 
A giver—or a getter? 
A worker—or a slacker? 
A friend—or a hinderer? 
An attender—or an absentee?—Selected. 
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Independent Church Paper Week 


April 20-27 
WHY YOU NEED 


The Southern Presbyterian Journal 


a. It is a Church paper which presents the work and 
problems of the church so that its readers can intelli- 
gently pray and work. 


b. In no Christian journal in America can you find more 
thought provoking editorials—editorials which reflect 
our reformed theology and look at the church and 
the world in the light of that theology. 

c. It is a magazine which stands uncompromisingly for 
the full integrity and authority of the Holy Scrip- 
tures. Because of this all editorials and articles main- 
— God’s complete sovereignty in every avenue of 
ife. 

d. In the Southern Presbyterian Journal you will not 
only get exceptional articles and editorials but also 
a full exposition of the Sunday School lesson, a pro- 
gram for Young People, Children’s Page, help for 
Women’s programs, News of the Church, Book Re- 
views and a wealth of material to help your spiritual 


life and make you a more intelligent and useful 
Christian. 


There are some things you cannot afford to do without. 


THE PRESBYTERIAN JOURNAL 


is one of them. 
YOU NEED IT 


Write for Free Sample Copies 
and Subscription Blanks 


Your WOMEN can keep $1.00 for each new subscription 


taken at $3.00 per year. Remit the balance to us. 
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